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FROM THE COMMANDER’S DESK: 

   Veteran's Day is a chance to honor everyone that has 
served in the armed forces. VFW Post 1481 extends it's 
appreciation on Veterans Day to everyone who has worn the 
uniform in service to America. However, many of our 
veterans face challenges when they return home. Military 
service is by definition dangerous and stressful. Surveys 
show that a majority of our returning soldiers showed signs 
of mental health issues. The rate of veteran suicide is on the 
rise. If you know of a veteran who is having a hard time, 
please have him or her reach out to the veterans crisis line 
for help. Their number is 1-800-273-8255 and press 1. If we 
can help even one veteran through a crisis period, we will be 
making a difference.

    Post 1481 is proud to host the marine corps ball on 
November 8th. It is truly an honor to welcome these fine 
warriors and their guest to our post. We have also scheduled 
another pool tournament on November 22nd at 2:00pm. 
Come and enjoy a fun afternoon.

    Although we won't be open on Thanksgiving Day, Post 
1481 would like to express its thanks to all our post 
members for the work you all have done this past year. We 
have always come together as family and that is what this 
holiday is all about.              -- Larry Fox, Post Commander

*On our Website:

Check out the military cartoon of the day.
Link directly to our Facebook page.
Read our post Newsletter.
Find Department and National VFW news.
Check out our photo gallery (more than in the newsletter!)

Nona Brown
Cross-Out



FROM THE AUXILIARY: 

--Tami McCollum, Auxiliary President.

    Our annual dinner for the Homeless Veterans Fellowship is scheduled for December 6th at 6pm. This will be a 
soup dinner. Please plan to bring a soup or dessert to share. The residents of the Fellowship dine for free. Everyone 
else pays by donation. Everyone is invited.

    As in the past we will be doing 25 gift bags for the residents. Even if they don't come to the dinner we send one 
back to the facility for all 25. We will be collecting items for the bags and or monetary donations to help purchase 
the items. Checks can be made out to VFW 1481 Auxiliary and left at the post or mailed to the post. Please let 
Cherie Freeman know if you leave a check or cash at the Post. We also accept gift cards to be given to the 
Homeless Veterans Fellowship so they can purchase things as needed. They go to the facility director to use as 
needed. 

For more updated information you can contact:
Cherie 303-827-9161
Tami 801-680-8297
Karin 801-690-0903



FROM THE CHAPLAIN: FROM THE HONOR GUARD: 
The main purpose of the VFW is to honor our 
veterans, both living and deceased. The Honor 
Guard of Post 1481 strives to achieve this goal 
by providing military honors to our fallen 
warrior brothers and sisters. The Firing of the 
Volley, Playing of Taps, Folding and Presenting 
of the flag to the next of kin is always emotional 
for us. Our veterans earned this honor for their 
service and dedication to Duty, Honor, and 
Country. We hope this brings some sense of 
closure to their grieving family.
If any VFW veteran is interested in helping us 
achieve our goal, please contact Honor Guard 
Captain Chuck Love, any Honor Guard 
member, or leave your contact information at 
the Canteen and you will be contacted.

   One may not speak your language, so they may 
not understand, but the language of compassion 
can be felt in any land. When we see others 
suffer and they need a helping hand though we 
don't speak their language, their pain we 
understand. We can comfort and uplift them. 
With a smile or with a touch and by doing unto 
others. God will bless us very much. Jesus showed 
great compassion when he lived here on earth. 
He touched the blind and crippled, and to sin-
sick gave new birth. No  matter what the barrier, 
when a person has a need. Through the language 
of compassion, we can make true love succeed.

--Dora Lawson, Post Chaplain

*Bacon and sausage links

*Scrambled eggs

*Fancy scrambled eggs with ham pieces, red & green
bell peppers, onions, and potatoes

*Hash brown potatoes/O-Brian potatoes

*Pancakes

*Grits

*Sausage Gravy and biscuits

*White or wheat toast and English muffins.

*The Breakfast buffet cost is $12

*Special orders can be made in the Canteen for $15

Everyone is welcome and no membership needed!

FROM THE CANTEEN: 
POST 1481 BREAKFAST BUFFET 

on the 3rd Sunday of each month

Pool Tournament at    
VFW Post 1481
Saturday, Nov. 22nd 
at 2 pm
Straight 8 Ball
$10 Entry Fee
$5 Green Fee
It's Potluck so bring a 
side dish.



From Scout Troop 1481: 
JULIE: 801-710-0838    OR 
NONA: 801-917-0102 
EMAIL:  troop1481vfw@gmail.com 

Calendar
• Nov. 1- Tribute 5k Run in Marriot Slaterville 
• Nov. 3- Coast Guard Meeting 6:30 pm
• Nov. 4- Scout Leader UCM 6:00 pm
• Nov. 5- FRA (private meeting) 5:30pm 
• Nov. 6- Poker Night 7:00 pm
• Nov. 6- Pool League 7:00 pm
• Nov. 7- Flags on Graves 9:00 am
• Nov. 7- Corn Hole 7:00 pm
• Nov. 7-9 - Western Conference
• Nov. 8- Layton City Veterans Parade 11:00am 
then ceremony at Veterans Wall
• Nov. 8- Private Marine Corp Ball
• Nov. 8th &11th Buddy Poppies 10am-2pm
• Nov. 11- George Wahlen Flag Ceremony 11am
• Nov. 11- Scout Troop 1481 meeting 6:30 pm
• Nov. 12- Flags off Graves 9:00 am 
• Nov. 12- Combined meeting 6:00 pm, Post and 
Auxiliary meetings 6:30 pm
• Nov. 13- Poker Night 7:00 pm
• Nov. 14- Corn Hole 7:00 pm
• Nov. 15- Operation Cuddles 1pm
• Nov. 15- District 3 Fundraiser Spaghetti Dinner 
at Layton Post 6pm
• Nov. 16- Post/ABATE breakfast 10am-1pm
• Nov. 18- Scout T-1481 Court of Honor 6:30 pm
• Nov. 19- Private Scouts Order of the Arrow 
meeting 6:00 pm
• Nov. 19- Private Bunco Game 6:00 pm
• Nov. 20- Poker Night 7:00 pm
• Nov. 21- Corn Hole 7:00 pm 
• Nov. 21&22- VFW Auxiliary 8307 Fundraiser 
Boutique & Bake Sale (see the flyer in this 
newsletter for more info.)
• Nov. 22- Pool Tournament 2:00 pm
• Nov. 25- Scout Troop 1481 meeting 6:30 pm
• Nov. 26- NO Post Planning meeting (it's moved 
to Dec. 3rd)
• Nov. 27- VFW CLOSED for Thanksgiving Day
• Nov. 28- Corn Hole 7:00 pm

Every Monday -- Canteen Special! Free Pool 
and $.50 chicken wings
Every Tuesday -- Troop 1481 meeting 6:30 pm 
(unless posted otherwise)
Every 3rd Sunday -- Post breakfast from 
10:00am - 1:00 pm (Come in and enjoy a great 
breakfast with great company.)

Happy Birthday to everyone with birthdays 
in November!

----Nona Brown - Scoutmaster

Boy Scout Troop 1481 is collecting aluminum 
cans all year long to raise money for troop 
supplies. Order of the Arrow is collecting the 
pull tabs off any cans for the Ronald 
McDonald House. Cans and tabs can be 
dropped off at the Post, before Tuesday 
Troop meeting night or contact Nona Brown.     
Thank You! 

In October we worked on multiple merit badges, 
went to a corn maze, had a costume party, plus 
three of us participated in the VFW trunk-o-treat 
and the family movie night.

mailto:troop1481vfw@gmail.com


re - BOOT CAMP 

VFW Post & Auxiliary 1481 
Fred J. Grant, CPL 

Ogden, Utah 

Comrades, November is the month that we have the privilege to remember and honor veterans of the Unite States 
armed forces. Veterans Day originated as "Armistice Day" on Nov. 11, 1919, the first anniversary of the end f World 
War I. Congress passed a resolution in 1926 making it an annual observance, and it became a national h liday in 
1938. Sixteen years later, then-President Dwight O. Eisenhower signed legislation changing the name to eterans 
Day. declaring it a day to honor all those who served their country during war or peacetime. On this sacred ay, the 
nation honors military veterans - living and dead - with parades and other observances across the ountry, 
including a ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. As embers 
of VFW post 1481, we take this sacred obligation to remember and honor our veteran brothers and sist rs very 
serious. Unfortunately, when we review the current census reports that account for veterans in the Unite States, 
we see that the veteran population in the US is rapidly declining. Below are the most current statistics avail ble: 

Most U.S. veterans are age 50 and older, with nearly half aged 65 and above. 

Age demographics of U.S. veterans as of 2025: 

• Over 65 years old: About 50% of all living veterans fall into this category, reflecting service earlier
conflicts like WWII, Korea and Vietnam.

• Ages 60-64: Roughly 25% of veterans are in this range, many of whom served during the Gulf War ra or in
the years following.

• Ages 35-49: Approximately 21% of veterans are between 35 and 54 years old. This group inctud s many
who served post-9/11.

• Under 35: Only a small fraction is younger than 35.
• Female veterans are more concentrated in the younger age brackets, reflecting increased opportu ities for

women in the military since the 1980's.
• Utah has approximately 130,000 veterans as of 2023 according to the Utah Department of Vete ns and

Military Affairs. Of that 130,000, only 1260 are female. The largest group of these Utah veteran served
during the Vietnam War/Era.

World War II 

• Most surviving WWII veterans are now in their late 90s or older.
• California has the highest number, with around 5,094 veterans.
• Florida follows with 3,753, and Texas with 2,720.
• Alaska has zero surviving WWII veterans as of 2025.
• In 2000, there were about 5.7 million living WWII veterans.
• By 2030, projections estimate fewer than 8,000 will remain.

So, Comrades, with this rapidly declining population of American heroes, especially the WWII veterans, w 
stay focused and busy getting out into our community and honoring these men and women who honor bly and 
faithfully served this nation. This eleventh day in the eleventh month of the year that has been federally de ignated 
as a day to remember and honor shout NOT be the only day we as a VFW Post get out into the community to show 
our appreciation for our veterans. We need to be engaged in this kind of service every day, all year Ion . I think 
about the words our current national commander, Carol Whitmore, stated during her inauguration spee h. She 
stated: 
"But I was driven by a sense of duty, a desire to serve something greater than myself. And little did I k ow that
decision would shape me in ways I could never have imagined."

Comrades, let's adapt that same Sense of Duty and Desire to Serve that Commander Whitmore spoke of a d make 
sure that those veterans living amongst us and the families of veterans who have passed on know that hey will 
always be heroes to us and never be forgotten. Let's re-BOOT our Commitment to Action & Maximum Part cipation 
I Matt McGuire - Post Surgeon •



• VETERANS FIELD GUIDE TO
11111 ,GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

0 

HI 

s 

ent of Veterans Affa rs (V ) is comm tted to proi,,kle q,L1al y, consk�en t care. f'ld s.erv[ces �o Veteran fa- 'lies, 
nd SUNivor VA's m lssion Hows no e ption to thls s nd rd even wh o .r ian s re limited by tne absenc 

or approprlalilons (rommo111)' nown a� a •Govemment 5ihutdown1. 

VA Medi,;:,11 Center,, Outpa,tlent (lin ics, 
and Vet Centers will be open, as u:sual and 
p ovldlng all servkes. 

VA benefits w II cant ue to be processed 
and deltv ,ed, lndudlng compensatlo 
pension, educal:IOn,and housing benefits. 

Burlials will con n at VA 
ni11ilonal cemeterle.!I. 

Appl lea ons for l'leadstor1es, markers, 
and lbu r al benefits processing will continue. 

Th� Board ofVeteram'.Appeals. wil 
con lnue dedslons on Veterans' cases. 

CallCentets:VA's primary call Genter 
(1 OO-MyVA411) and the V ter: ns 
Crlsi!: IN! [Dial 988, Pr@!.11, 1) will 
rem In open 24/7 .. 

S•ulclde prevention programs, 
homeles.sness rvlc;es, andl 
e:areg Iver support wJJI oonUnu.e. 

HAVE A ,QUESTION? C LL US! 
11he one•mumb ,1IIV te ._ ns,- th irfamlll s., 
ca �h,rers, and ni: ivors c • w.e tcuccess VA 
fesot11rces 24 houB-a•d. y, 365 dll)'s )N!lltr. 

HOO· YVA.411 (1·800-698·2•111) 

0 SERVICES TO VETERANS IMPACTED: 

VA wi cu�, l"O\lldfn!IJ tr.insltion 
program a:sslstanc;e .and career wu:11sellng1-

cau,centen:VA's GI BIii ( -38a.GlIBILIL•1) 
and National Cemetery Applicant 
Ass tance ( - --800--697 "'6947) hoUlnes 
will be dosed. 

VA belilefi:ts region a offices wil I be closed. 

Pul:il c Ma rs and outteachto, Vet.erans. 
will cease, , eluding 001:al 1med • 
VetA:esou:rtt:s emails, and re.!>ponses 
to press nquirles.. 

No grou11ds main n !'ICe or placement of 
perm nent headst.011es at VA. cemeteries. 

A,ppli tions. ,or pl'4!'-nffCI bu a at 
VA cemetttles wlll not lbe pr-ocessed. 

No printing of new Presidential 
Memorial Cenlficates. 

No outr ch to state. c:ourity, trlb 
municipal,. faith-based, and c:ommun ty­
basied partners. y VA Central Office. 

In d'W! @llfflt or a prolonged shutdown, VA will continue to review and upda�e its p1an in conjunction with the applicable leg,i I 
ret:1mrements and drrumstaoce� Pl&1s.e visit www.whlte ousoe.govlombl Of www.VA.go fo.rupoated informaUOl'I. 





• Cemetery Operations: Routine grounds maintenance, new Presidential Memorial

Certificate (PMC) processing and permanent headstone or marker installations by

NCA employees will cease.

For more information on the VA's contingency plan during a government shutdown, please 

visit: https://department.va.gov/contingency-planningLhuman-capital-contingency-plan/ 

If you are a veteran or family member who needs assistance with obtaining VA benefits or 

services, please contact your nearest DAV service office at www.benefitsquestions.org. 

Please be aware that our Congressional Representative (Rep. Blake Moore, Dist.1) is 

monitoring this very closely and is in constant contact with the Utah Department of 

Veteran's and Military Affairs 
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